Seagulls Against Apartheid,
95 Addison Rd

Hove

BN3 1TS

To: Mr Paul Barber, CEO & Deputy Chairman, BHAFC

Cc: Mr Tony Bloom, Chairman, BHAFC; Mr Ray Bloom, Non-Executive Director, BHAFC; Mr Paul Brown, Non-
Executive Director, BHAFC; Mr Robert Comer, Non-Executive Director, BHAFC; Mr Lee Cooper, Finance
Director, BHAFC; Mr Adam Franks, Non-Executive Director, BHAFC; Mr Peter Godfrey, Non-Executive Director,
BHAFC; Ms Anna Jones, Non-Executive Director, BHAFC; Ms Michelle Walder, Non-Executive Director, BHAFC;
Mr Paul Mullen, Chief Operating Officer, BHAFC; Mr Richard Valder-Davis, Head of Safeguarding, BHAFC; Mr
Paul Camillin, Head of Media and Communications, BHAFC; Mr Lloyd Thomas, General Counsel BHAFC; Ms
Rose Read, Head of People and Culture, BHAFC; Mr Joss Albert, DSO for the Academy, BHAFC; Holly Baker,
DSO for the BHAFC Foundation; Kick It Out; Show Racism the Red Card

Thursday, 5 December 2024

Dear Chairmen, Directors and Officers,

Re: Academy Mentor and former footballer, Tomer Hemed

As anti-racists and supporters, season ticket holders or concerned members of the public we are writing to
express our shock and dismay at social media posts sent by Tomer Hemed, the Academy Mentor of Brighton
and Hove Albion Football Club (“the Club”).

Ms Leyla Hamed", a sports and investigative journalist, reported that this individual posted the most extreme form
of racist commentary on social media. He wished death and suffering upon the indigenous people of Palestine

(the Palestinians). He stated :

“Human animals are not human!!! Monsters! Let them die a death of suffering!”

In a tweet on 14th October 2024 Ms Hamed quoted the above social media post and commented as follows:

“This is what Tomer Hemed, former Israeli footballer & current Brighton Academy mentor
had to say about Palestinians facing a genocide.”

“OfficialBHAFC @kickitout anything to say?”

We are aware that Ms Hamed contacted Mr Valder-Davis, Head of Safeguarding and Academy Player Care at
the Club. She did not receive a response. Others also wrote in and were thanked for “offering” their “opinions”.
No reference was made to the comments or an internal investigation.
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As far as we are aware the Club has not condemned any comments by Tomer Hemed nor sought to disassociate
itself from them.

Any such comments are undoubtedly a breach of the Equality Act 2010 and the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (as
amended). They bring into disrepute the Club, the players, the staff, the fans of the Club, Brighton and Hove as
well the sport of football itself.

There can be no room for racism in sport and certainly no room for views which celebrate and appear to endorse
genocide, death and suffering of innocent civilians in Palestine.

If the tables were turned and a footballer uttered words wishing death on Israeli civilians, these would be quickly
dealt with by their club and the football authorities. Indeed, last October the Netherlands international Anwar El
Ghazi posted on social media:

“Stand for what is right, even if it means standing alone”

There was no calling for Israelis to be killed in his statement — he was just showing support for Palestinians.
However, the German Bundesliga team Mainz sacked him from his post in November 2023:.

Background

You will be aware of the background to these events, Palestine and Palestinians have been under occupation
from a brutal, racist, apartheid regime since 1948.

Since October 2023 the Lancet medical journal estimates 186,000 Palestinians have been killed by Israel*. This
is a genocide and decent people worldwide are able to see this. They also see this genocide being celebrated by
sick individuals who identify with Israel’'s war crimes.

In the same way as people exposed and worked hard to defeat and undermine the brutal racist apartheid regime
in South Africa, we are pleased to see so many people joining us to undermine and destroy apartheid, racism
and white supremacy conducted and endorsed by the Israeli regime.

BHAFC Equality, Diversity and inclusion

On the BHAFC Equality, Diversity & Inclusion web page Brighton & Hove Albion FC professes to want tolerance
and inclusion to be observed by its supporters, players and employees:

We celebrate and value the diversity brought by staff, applicants, supporters, participants on
community programmes, and customers and believe we benefits from engaging with
everyone from a variety of backgrounds, thus allowing us to meet the needs of a diverse
population within a multi-cultural society. We share and are committed to the standards,
values, and expectations set by the Premier League, the Football Association, the EFL, and
Kick it Out, who each assert that football is for everyone and that it belongs to, and should
be enjoyed by anyone who wants to participate in it, whether as a player, official, staff
member or spectator.

We vow to treat everyone with respect and dignity and seek to provide a positive
environment for all of our stakeholders, free from discrimination, harassment, victimisation or
abuse. Our aim is to create a positive, inclusive ethos that will work towards the elimination
of discrimination, harassment, victimisation, and abuse whether overt or covert.

Our aim is to confront and eliminate discrimination whether by reason of age, disability,
gender reassignment, marriage or civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, sex,
sexual orientation, religion or belief. These are known as ‘protected characteristics’ under
the Equality Act 2010.
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https://www.brightonandhovealbion.com/pages/en/equality-diversity-and-inclusions

This is very useful but these good intentions must be acted upon or they are meaningless. If someone within the
club appears to put these values in jeopardy, you are obliged to deal with it.

| understand that the ‘Kick it Out’ anti-racist group have responded to Tomer Hemed’s post and are starting their
own investigation. | am sure that many other supporters would be eager to hear their conclusions and
observations about the matter.

In addition to equality, diversity and inclusion there is also the huge question of safeguarding. The club has to
ensure that employees who have contact with children are DBS checked. In this case, Tomer’s racist and
inflammatory comments will surely be flagged as a safeguarding issue with any child from an Arab/Muslim
background. Can the club reassure all stakeholders that the Albion is a safe and “positive environment” that is
“free from discrimination, harassment, victimisation or abuse” when one of its staff members has wished death
upon a particular community?

We hope the club will make a statement and respond to the accusations contained in the original X/Twitter post
from Leyla Hamed.

What is not acceptable is a continuing silence over this incident, and a hope that it will just ‘go away’. As
supporters we want the club to be expressly anti-racist and act in a transparent manner to communicate clearly
what they are doing about this incident.
In our view the Club should:

1. Publicly condemn any racist comments by Tomer Hemed;

2. Publicly condemn anyone else holding or expressing such views within the Club;

3. Publicly disassociate themselves from Tomer Hemed and anyone else holding such views at the Club;

4. Ensure that the Club abides by legislation prohibiting hate speech and that those involved in the Club
are aware of the importance of this.

Yours sincerely,

Seagulls Against Apartheid

Footnotes

1. Leyla Hamed has catalogued the huge number of Palestinian footballers and officials that have been killed during the current conflict
and indeed, way before the October 7th attack. And yet there is no action from football governing bodies, and Israel is free to play on,
whilst Russia were banned almost immediately following their invasion of Ukraine.
https://x.com/leylahamed/status/1846881485330022546

2. Leyla Hamed posted her response on X/Twitter. We are unable to view Tomer’s account because he has made it private, but
Seagulls Against Apartheid have seen screenshots of his original Instagram posts and can confirm that these are his comments.
https://x.com/leylahamed/status/1845801539115385328

3. A German court subsequently ruled that EI Ghazi had been unfairly dismissed in July, and he is now plying his trade back in the UK
with Cardiff City FC BBC Sport: Ex-Villa winger El Ghazi wins case against Mainz
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/articles/c4ng0wzIp68o

4. The Lancet: Counting the dead in Gaza: difficult but essential
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/P1IS0140-6736(24)01169-3/fulltext
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SIGNATURES:

All 759 signatures collected so far have an email address linked — and all duplicates have been removed.

Geoffrey Ellis — Seagulls Against Apartheid
Jathan Granger — Seagulls Against Apartheid
Damian McCarthy — Seagulls Against Apartheid
Lucas Fog

Lynne Allen

Fiona Milicinski

Mary Stuart

Maria Esperanza Sanchez
Anne Pissaridou

Helen Davitt

Lewis Kranat

Ruth Golding

Aidan Pettitt

Karl Schneider

DAVID ROGER

Phill Minns

Ivan Sabur-Cross

Rob Leech

Taraneh Ahmadi-Parker
Arran Evans

Lou Hayton

Mick Troughton

Sakina

Ron Smith

Stuart Markless

Carla Bloom

Natasha Steel

Kirat

robert ogden

Manus McGrogan

Karl Simpson

Beatrice Andrieu

Peter Dudgeon

Peter Bibb

Molly

Nadia Edmond

Leyla Hamed

Alison Sutton

4 of 23



David Fellows
Maddy Miller
Raphael Salkie
Matthew Skeadas
Wayne Roberts
Jo O'Gorman
Katrina Miller
Dave Baker

Sara Al

Ellen Graubart
Paul Hodson

Rou Christophides
Frank Ormston
Prof Dave Hill
Della Granger
Leila

Pam Page
Hannah Ravenor
Rim Saab

Sheila Day
Georgina Basset
Tom Wright

Sue Williams
Rufus George
Jacqueline Lambert
Diane Smith

Ann Hallam

Charlotte Prager Williams

Diane Mitchell

judeline nicholas

Alexandrina Braithwaite

John Cunnison
Miranda Allan
Peter Segal
Glenn Williams
Nick Hines
Sandy Palmer
Andrew Burnyeat
Oliver

Nicky Conlan
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Mark Jones
Jasmine reeve
Geoffrey Smith
Sean

Ben Rogaly
Stephen Guy
Lelia Greci

Kam

mark brailsford
Anthony Dooley
Anthony Norgard
Philippe Biddulph
Ida Danewid
Danny Millum
Oscar Belmonte
Alfie Brand

Barbara Richardson

Sabina Omar
Maureen O'Brien
Kevin O'Brien
Nadia Baksh

Edward Richardson

Seil Kojobaeva
Anne Mitchell
Hayat Shehab
Assad Amjad
Patrick Riley
Shirley Bridges
Saif hammoudeh
Suheil Shehab
hadi

Anisa Hamed
Bachir Belloul
Graeme Dowd
Valgerd Trygstad
Amina Mangera
Jihan Ahmed
Liam Colclough
Connor Crowe
Alex Cauchi
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Thom Geoghegan
Yasmin Hassan

Sandra Baxter

Lianne Howard-Dace

James gardner
Madeleine Dickens
Holly Dowd
Lauren Macnab
Peta Brown

Zoé Fyfe

Georgia Cabrera Suarez

Helen Green
Kyle
Maggie

Maria Fernandes-Jesus

Nadeem Abdelmohsen

Mudasra Ahad
Matthew James
Dilys Howlett
Nimi Hoffmann
Ros Edwards
Nadine Domoney
Lucy Saunders
Sonja Jones
Susan malpass
Ameena Rahman
Kieran Cambridge
John Goodger
Kimberley Knight
Richard Sanders
Dr Yasmin Khan
Barry Mills

Max Glaskin
Judy Granville
Sioned Hughes
Dora Carpenter
Chana Moshenska
James Sykes
Rose Granger

Steven Jackson
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Malcolm Lyons
Liv Singh

Vlad Salonin
Ciaran Clark
Arabella Stanger
Lizzi Humphreys
Wendy Smith
Samantha Mason
David Mason
Diane Afhim
Paola Flores
Jacky Giriffin
Maya Biddulph
Zeke Fernandez
Saffron Noble
Amira Abdelhamid
Philip williams
Jamila Damani
Martin Sacree
Dani Cobb

loni Sullivan
Amanda Tombs
Theo Smith
Karen Edwards
Xana

Robert Head
Carly Carden
Rita

Rooroo D
Sheza Afzal
Celine Gleeson
Conor Edwards
Colin Whickman
Tony Gates
Lesley Price
Saphire

Louis

lan Baldry
Nicola Thomas
Will D
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Tom Lines
Alyzeh

Ghassan Anabtawi
Dawn Furminger
Calli Popham
China May

Mary McLelland
Valerie Sng
Chris Marshall
Stefan Domoney
Charlotte Mitchell
Alan Gray
Aleksandra Klar
Stuart Croucher
Gill Poole

Linda orvis
Emma Thomas
Aileen brophy
lelyaa

Lara

Marji Mansfield
Sarah shahbazi
Farah Wise
Ashley

Kate Knight
Siobhan Lennon
Nicola Fisher
Zahr

Max Vivier
Louise Walton
Amberlouise Everitt
Tania Dowd
Regina

Naj

Megan

Roger Huddle
Hannah McLean
Ruth Price

Kiran sokhi

Sue Beatty
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Stuart Edgar
Hazel Fairchild
Philip Gilbert
Susan Bowes
Dominic Ramos
Kate Grierson

J Little

Michelle Cobbin
Amelia Stanley
Christine McKnight
Kerry

Jessie Marchant
Asad Khatib

Sue Simmonds
Eva Turner

Liam marchant
Anthony marchant
Yogi

Philippa Hodge
Antony Nicholson

Alistair Bernal Holmes

Helen Madden
Afrah Rashid
Anna Sobczynska
Julie Anne Nasser
Katie Parker

Paul Philo

Jenni Moore

Lyn Pemberton
Maxine McFarlane
Michaela

Syed Jung
Geraldine Brandon
Yusuf Sayed
Michael Olden
Marta

Kate Howlin

Mark Howlin
Carolyn Bew

Nell Killick
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Beth Fitzgerald
Ebrahem Shabaan
Jorge Arias

Danny Bui

Sajed Khan

Roger McMonagle
Alex

Ruth Urbanowicz
Grainne Byrne
David Jackson
Maree Shepherd
Dinah Clarke
Timothy Block
Jonathan Martin
Lucy Dowd

Teji Dhaliwal
Hannah Barker
Josh Mann

Baz Kidner
Christian Hogsbjerg
Nichola

Helen Skilton
Maren Hobein
Andrew Killiard
Rebecca Sinclair
Patricia Nolan
Sarah T

Hajira Ben Moussa
Wendy Tidman
garrett

Zeenat

Kasim hussain
Ben Andrews

S Duymun

Khaled Ben Moussa
Tony Greenstein
Sylvia Knight
Anthony Brambilla
Mike Romero
Wasim Ashraf
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Hannah Watkinson
Susie Cabrillana
D.Kranat

Obeid Ighiles
Linden Ash
Brizen Jaw

Nadia Audhali
Fahmida sikder
Phil Joyce
Usman ilyas
Sophie Pereira
Presha Soogrim
Minna

Hamid Ali

Adam Darwish
Rahima Khokhar
Stewart Whitehead
Murshida B
Majella Dowdican
Rizwan khan
Farrah Saber
Shiba

Laila Kreaa
Roger Grenville
Kat Pijetlovic

Lili Roseveare
Peri

Nicola Branch
Sami Adwan
Satish Sekar
Maria

Antonio Sonnessa
Abla Kandalaft
Lily L

Deborah Fink
Toby Carr

Katie Fewings
Alice Watts
Ashley B

Linda Speight
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Ricky Fernando
Paddy Browne
Jack Heward

Max Coupland
Azimah Azman
Graham Dawson
Clive Morris
Nahida Usha

Amal C

Tim Cashin
Mohammad Dahlan
R Brambilla
Yasmin Nasser
TomiHudson
Patrick Young
Daniel Martin

Nick Marzetti

Rob Anthony

Linda Freston

Saj fareed

Ruth Margarida Grego Vieira
Mohammed Rahman
Susan Goodwin
Carole Lawrence
Nadine Tomkins
Shahanara Khan
Andy Porter
Andrew Thomson
Rozalyn Anderson
Miss Jamie-Lee Thornton
Hilary De Santos
Sian Byrne

Pauline Fahy

Joe Boyle

Jackie Lederer

Pat Younge

John Clifford

John Tomkins
Judy Bayley

Maggi
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David Johnson
Ben Mechen

David Cannon

Ben O'Donovan-lland

Fiona Leach
Mohsin Badat
Amy Johnson
Saoirse Mendel
Ayah Matthews
Ann Brandon
Mark Schvetz
James Wallis
Armine Capel
Chrissie Charvill
Lisa Hernon
Jacqueline H
Elamin

Karim Aljian
Zainab

Rob French
Amanda Hemming
Ghazalah
Nathan Cutler
Tom Jackson
Vicki Lesley
Dick langford
Jonathan Taylor
Peter Newell
Roda Sulaiman
Steve Lawless
Robert Smith
Robert Bromley
John Fitzgerald
jack masters
Emily Karchewski
Rick Clifford
tamara hemsley
Henry Cheshire
Penny Jones
Andrew Welsh
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Owen Cooper
Richard English
Marley Jesson
Mike Hall

Auvril Jackson
Maureen Purcell
Eilis williams
Nick Swabey

Nordine hocine

Marshall Mandiangu

Gurdyal Simm
Anthony Gorin
Robert Rosenthal
Ro Seers

Luca Van Dresh
Martin Nicholson
Maya McAuley
Imogen Bromley
Tayeb Benhamza
Matthew
Abderrahmane
Dionne

chris Jackson
Sam Burrowes
Rune Ayliffe
Tony

James Achurch Hunt

Wester. E
Emma Vallis
Amanda Tidman
Matt Rutherfurd
Helen

Chris Williams
Ben Fidge
Terence Tidman
Ray Gibs

Kieran Plunkett
Stefan Swift
John Tomkins

lan Peirce
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Julia (Jools) Voce
Pru Heath

Ewan F Bromley
Arthur Holt

Diana Bernhardt
Slami

Talia K

Lin Hastings
Rebecca Massey

Charlotte Rogers

Charlie Nind - McDonald

Andy Richards
Saadia Yusuf-meighan
Rafi Meighan

Fran Maloney
Roman Hausmann
Rosie

Julia Neal

Rosemary Wadsworth
Rashida Elghrissat
Sobnom panna
Mohamed Rezgui
Zakia

Will BS

Stephen

Philip Ritchie

Paula Sonley

Reima Ana Maglajlic
Shanti Haft

Nina Heaton
Madeline Reeves
Jack G

Violette Leong
Chloe philp

Darcy Dench

Ali Brownlie Bojang
Jahaan Abdurahman
Mai El

Judy Cunniffe

Carnelian Seville
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Orla
Amanda W
Helen Stollar

Mel Troiani

Lewis Hayward-Hopkins

Lee Rei

Laura Menard
Pete Turner
Richard Evans
Sharon Kilgannon
lisa aytoun

Paul Rainey

Jo Crockett
Neilon Pitamber
Donna Denyer
Vicky Twitchen
Perdita Winter
Gabby Broadhurst
Salim Hafeji

Paul Cahill
Jasmine Cook
Duncan Taylor
Nabiha Butt
Richard Gilpin

in ma

John Mitchell
Patrick Lonergan
Christine Murphy
Charles

Venice Shrier
Robert Le Feuvre
Tom Glandfield
Philip Jones

Far

Michael Lundy
Sarah Hawkes
Erin MacDermott
Verona moitt
Peter Bedwell

Jack Nugent
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Rebecca Dunn
Natasha Hutchinson
Qurat Hussain
Rosslyn Kisserli
Yann Kisserli
Dan Johnson
Margaret Bedwell
Farah Yusuf-Meighan
Sheila Wilks
Agent Darwin
Adrian Briggs
Mohsin Bux
Oliver Steel

Kim Roper
Persia

Magdi Elguindi
Matt Hickin

Bella

Aidan Greenan
Sophie Coleman
Jo Tulloch

Martin Nichols
Miriam Rezgui
Nad

Ollie

Ismail Timol
Sandy Dillon
Alex

Catherine Edminson
Mick Fitzpatrick
Lauren January
Louis Allday
Paige Hales
Sarah O'Halloran
Patricia Turkoglu
Affy Wajid

Mark Doidge
Annie O’Halloran
Hugo Beynon
Charlie Wheeler
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Will Ulrich

Vince Peckham
Matt Leppier
Trade

Jay Bartlett

Tash Crawley-Boevey
CJ Lwenje
Bhavesh Hindocha
Mariam O'Gorman
Elisha Love

Peter Stadden
Rob Edmonds

Gill Cooper
Lindsay Morris
Laura Smith

Terry Phillips

Tom Anson

Andy Taylor
Ruthie Taylor
Peter Harwood
Alan Bradley
Rosalind Meadow
Mrs Nahil Schofield
Andy Kaye

Shafiq Desai
Hamish Laing
Catherine Fish
Sara Nixon
Trinidad Catalan
Elaine Dignan
Jayne Wormald
Guy Richardson
Maria Robinson
Karen Butcher

E E Leslie

Tim Crowe

Soli

Peter Vincent-Jones
Brenda Everett

Simon Gulliver
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Blanca
Shirley May
lan Leo-Agar
Mel Gould

Aiko Somers-Harris

Shahreen shebli
Clare Jones
Adam A.

Kira Maduemezia

Ciara
Sarah Gibson

Kaia

Kojo Chukwuma

Nalo Solo
Meryn Cutler
Sarah Sturge
Emily Davies
Juey Miah
Maureen Plant
lan Roberts
Val Cane

Myra Wiseman
Tess Anderson
Ellie Wyatt
Andrew Welch
Helen forester
Kat Wood

Jon Wood
Chloe Wyatt

Rachel Nassif

Catherine Southard Jennings

Alister Peters
Liz Edwards
Gary Griffiths
Stephen Parry
Hilary Harris
Joss peach
Michael Wyatt
lulu melotte
Charlotte Boden
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Dean Albrow
Norma Mclean
Heather McKnight
lan Garner

Paul Flynn

Brian Flynn

Ruth Nilsson
Briony Banks
Georgina Allen
Fangda Mei
Katie O

Michael Tierney
Fred Waine
Mike Davies
Sam Dixon

Arya

Tanya Perry
Roshni Patel

AJ Tear

Pauline Sewards
Sophie charvill wells
Charlotte Barker
Kelly jadallah
Nicky Graham
Deborah

Robin Bailey
Paul Bergamin
Dolores Milonas
Hanna

A parvez

lain Bruce

Linda Heap

Jo Audus

Zoe Harmar
John Fltzgerald
Deborah Ahmad
Alisha

Neil Man
Andrew Rusch

Ghassan Anabtawi
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alice clark

Stephanie Bledowski Taylor

Albert Davies-Smith
Sarah-Anne Riches
Fraser Morrison
Graham Ewens
Polly McGillivray
Skylar McGillivray
David Castagnetti
Adrian

Daniel Connaughton
Chris Dindar
Ranthir Rathore
Fazal

Arjan Rathore
Gwen Harrison
Bhadur

Juan Baeza

Alfie Juan Baeza-Collis

Pat Shobaki
Andrew Hammond
Azhar Choudhury
Owen Polley
Farah Cumming
Jean-Pierre Dias
Joe O’ Connell
Sophie Haugh
Pamela Geller
Natalie Cooper
Carole Geerts
Lloyd Marchant
Alison Dunn
Stephanie Wood
Rob Tapner
Peter Cleall
Hamid Latif

H Cooper

lan Butler

Sally Payne

Irrum Magre
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Sarah Adams
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